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Disinfection byproducts

What are 

DBPs?

What are they?

How are they formed?

Disinfection byproducts are 

chemicals/contaminants, organic and 

inorganic substances that can form 

during a reaction of a disinfectant 

with naturally present organic matter 

in the water.

DBPs

Examples:Chlorate*, chlorophenols, 
bromate, perchlorate, trihalomethanes (THM), 

halogenic acetic acids (HAA), chloramines, 
aldehydes,  alkanic acids

*Chlorate:a highly oxidized 
form of chlorine that can be 

introduced to a water source as 
an industrial or agricultural 

contaminant or into a finished 
water as 

a disinfection byproduct (DBP).


